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Calendar of Events
Feb 12
Feb 17
Mar 9
Mar 24
Mar 25

Footsteps
Parent Teacher mtg
Twilight Sports
End Term 1
Good Friday

TAOIST TAI CHI SOCIETY
People of all ages can learn and
benefit from the gentle turning and
stretching movements of Tai Chi.
Benefits include improved circulation,
balance and posture; increased
strength and flexibility; and
reduced stress.
The Taoist Tai Chi Society is a
volunteer-based not for profit
organisation dedicated to improving
the health of its members.
New Beginner Classes early 2016
Monday 1 February: 6:30pm –
8.00pm
Thursday 4 February 9:30am –
11:00am
Saturday 6 February 10.30am – noon
Tuesday 8 March 9:30am – 11:30am
Wednesday 9 March 7.00pm –
8.30pm
Email: Melbourne@taoist.org
Phone: 9384 6120
Address: 54A Moreland Road,
Brunswick

Thought of the
Week
Education is the most
powerful weapon
which you czn use to
change the world
Nelson Mandela

January 29th , 2016
Volume 16, Issue 1
Principal: John Williams
Welcome
A big welcome back to all students
returning to Moreland Primary
School after their summer holidays
and a big welcome to our 46 new
Preps and 9 new students in other
grades. 2016 is set to be an exciting
year with our cultural studies
covering Japanese Culture in first
semester. We have three Japanese
interns who will be with us for the
month of March and we want to
thank the families who will be
hosting them for that time. From our
past experience at this we know that
our students will benefit greatly
from the language and cultural
knowledge these students will bring
to their classes.
In second semester we will be
studying the Indian Culture
including our whole school
performance at the end of Term
three. The performance which will
most likely again be performed in
the Coburg Senior High School hall,
will be a Bollywood theme.

School Attendance

As we start the new year it is timely to
remind parents that attendance at
school is compulsory and absences
will only be approved for:
 Medical and dental
appointments
 Bereavements
 Cultural observances
On these occasions wherever possible
please notify us in advance. If this is
not possible then please call the
school in the morning to inform us of
the absence.

Missing school can have a major impact
on a child’s future – a student missing
one day a fortnight will miss four full
weeks by the end of the year. By Year
10 they’ll have missed more than a year
of school.
There is no safe number of days for
missing school – each day a student
misses puts them behind, and can
affect their educational outcomes.

Victorian Curriculum
Last year we saw the launch of the new
Victorian Curriculum, which
incorporates a few changes and
additions to the Australian Curriculum.
One significant addition is the new
Digital Technologies curriculum which,
given that we are in the eighth year of
our One on One MacBook program, we
are well placed to implement. You can
see the new curriculum at:
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu
.au/technologies/digitaltechnologies/introduction/rationaleand-aims

Twilight Sports

Each year we have a whole school
get-together in Term One where the
children get to represent their House,
wearing House colours and playing
games and having races. This year we
are going to augment the evening
with ‘Kaboom Kid Sports’. Those of
you who attended our Carnival of
Cultures might remember the
enormous Dart game they had setup.
Well they have many more games
which will be fun on the night.

John Williams

PREPS

A reminder that Preps are at school only until 1.00pm next week and during February, they do not
come to school on Wednesdays.

Extend
OSHC
Welcome
back!
We hope you have had a
fantastic summer holiday and are
looking forward to the exciting
opportunities that 2016 will bring.
We are looking forward to seeing
lots of familiar faces at After
School Care and to welcoming
lots of new faces as well.

Existing Families
Don’t forget to manage your 2016
bookings.
Last year’s bookings do not roll
over so log on to the parent portal
NOW to secure your bookings for
2016.
You can book for the entire term
or year or even book specific
dates.

New Families
Enrol online – allow 24 hours
Enrolling is quick and easy!
Simply set up your own account
online via the Parent Portal.
Please note it is government
regulation that all children must
be enrolled BEFORE attending
an
Extend
service.
For
information on operating hours
and fees for your school, visit
your After School Care venue or
school website.

Enrol now, pay later
The annual enrolment fee per
family of $20 is NOT payable until
you first use the service. So why
not enrol now so you can access
the service later? It doesn't matter
if you don't end up using the
service, because you won't be
charged.
Watch this space throughout the
term for regular updates from our
Extend team!

PARENT PORTAL:
extend.com.au

Hot weather
Usually in Melbourne it can be very hot during February and March. We remind
everyone that hats are compulsory whenever children are outside in the sun in Terms
1 and 4
We do not apply sunscreen to children but you are welcome to apply it before school
and children to apply it themselves if you supply it for them.
Also, for February and March this year, Junior School Council will be selling Zooper
Doopers at lunchtime for 50 cents on days where the forecast is 30 or over. So, on
those days, bring along 50 cents and each child will be able to purchase one each day.

Sport

This year we have made the decision that we will not participate in inter-school sport
in Term 1. The reason for this decision is that because of the summer heat, the
network conducts sport on Friday mornings. This encroaches far too much on
learning time as the children leave school by 9.30 and don’t return until midday. By
the time they settle back into the classroom they have missed three hours of
instruction time. In Winter, when sport is Friday afternoon, the children have lunch
from around 1 o’clock and are ready for home time at 3.30. As this covers their
lunchtime they generally speaking only miss an hour or 1.5 hours of instruction. Also,
as our school is growing and we have around 80 children in the grade 5/6 area, the
sporting teams would only provide the opportunity for around 50-55 of these
children to participate. We are replacing inter school sport with House Sports where
children will compete in their House teams every Friday during the last hour. This
will allow greater participation and permit us to prioritise English and Maths in the
mornings.

