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Dear Parents and Carers,
Student Achievement Awards

Another busy two weeks at MPS. This week, 10 students
along with their families, Natalie and Roxanne are off
competing at the HPV race. We wish them the best of
luck in the freezing cold conditions.
Prep Orientation began last week. It was great to
welcome these new students and families into the MPS
community and we look forward to their continued
involvement in the school over the coming years.
On Tuesday 27th November, thanks to David Ostberg,
we are lucky to be facilitating an exciting ‘Hour of Code’
session for students in years 3-6 with help from
Accenture volunteers. I am looking forward to being
involved in this with students.

Bec Spink- Acting Principal

Upcoming Events at MPS
Nov 22-25

5 / 6 RACV Human Powered Vehicle race

Nov 23

Prep 2019 Orientation session 2

Nov 26

India Dress up day special assembly

Nov 27

Hour of Code session for 3-6 Students

Nov 28

Year 3 2019 One to One Laptop Program
Information Night

Nov 30

Prep 2019 Orientation session 3

Dec 3 - 14

Swimming Program

Dec 7

Prep 2019 Orientation session 4

Dec 11

Statewide Yr 6 to Yr 7 Transition Day

Dec 14

School Disco

Dec 19

Helpers Morning Tea

Dec 19

Year 6 Graduation

Dec 20

Yr 5 /6 excursion to Funfields

Dec 21

END OF TERM 4 – 1:30 FINISH
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Extend OSHC at Moreland PS
Weekly recap
We explored the ocean this week in our
“Under the Sea” Theme Week. We began the
week by painting the sea which saw great
creativity. This week the children loved
designing and building their own boats as
well. Playing “Sea Themed” games was great
fun too with Octopus being a hit. Next week
will be all about food, with many cooking
activities and food themed activities planned!

2019 Japanese Exchange Students
Host Families Needed
In 2019 we will be having three Japanese exchange
students from Tokyo attending our school for one
month as we have had for the past few years. We are
looking for Moreland PS families to host one of the
students for a two-week block either between
February 9-23 or February 23-March 8 2019.
The exchange students will be aged around 19-20
years old and are studying English at Reitaku
University in Tokyo. They will attend Moreland PS
during the day and will live with your family for the
rest of the time. Families will need to have a spare
bedroom for them to stay in.
As families who have hosted in the past can say, it is
a fantastic rewarding experience for everybody
involved and perhaps you could return the visit if you
travel to Japan in the future!
Tomoki-kun from last year will again be visiting in
2019.
Please send an email to
ternes.carley.c@edumail.vic.gov.au if you are
interested in taking part and which two-week block
you would prefer. Arigatou gozaimasu.

Extend-a-Hand: Learn | Aid | Appreciate
Each year Extend launches Extend-a-Hand, a
major social initiative that educates primary
school children on the benefits to
contributing to the wider community. This
year, we are extending a hand to our hard
working farmers who have been suffering
through one of the worst droughts in living
memory.
Visit Extend’s donation page via GIVIT and
participate in this fantastic cause!
http://givit.org.au/Extend-a-Hand
- Stephanie, Service Coordinator
Our Extend Superstar is… Ada F for being a
fantastic helper and always having a smile on her
face

Next week’s activities
Monday 26 November: Making Garlic Bread
Tuesday 27 November: Pita Pizza
Wednesday 28 November: Bliss Balls
Thursday 29 November: Pancakes
Friday 30 November: Blueberry Muffins
Watch this space throughout the term for regular
updates from our Extend team!

LookedAfter: extend.com.au

Not returning to MPS in 2019?
As we are well underway for planning for 2019, please ensure you let the school know as soon as
possible if your child is not returning to MPS next year.
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Family Cooking Project

Merri Creek Club
This week the Merri Creek Club headed down to
clean up after all the heavy rain we have had. We
were a small group this week but managed to
collect 3 large garbage bags of rubbish. The
storms had washed down so much even an
enormous metal cylinder which you can see in
this photo.
We meet every second Wednesday, there is a
banner up for every session as a reminder. On the
club days we all walk/ride/scoot/drive to East
Coburg Community house (Nicholson St) eat
some afternoon tea and head down to the creek.
Everyone is welcome, and it is free. Come along
and help keep our beautiful backyard a bit
cleaner.
Preschool age children are very welcome. All kids
must be accompanied by a responsible adult.
Bronwen Griffith

Annual Teachers V Students Soccer Match

Family Portrait Fundraiser
As a fundraiser we are offering family portraits. Photos will be taken in the performing arts room on
the 19 & 26 November from 5:30 to 8:30pm. There will be a booking fee of $30 to be paid at the
school office. Packages will cost $150.
For more information or to make a booking please call Vikki Nash 0400 631 641.
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Yarning in the Yard
Last week a group of MPS families stayed a bit longer after school eating watermelon, drawing the
space between Merri creek and our school, and talking about what’s coming next year in the Pick My
Project program “Learning for the Future: Children and Merri creek.”
We wondered how this program, which involves Wurundjeri knowledge, arts and sustainability, can be
an opportunity for all of us to imagine and practice together more livable futures for all forms of life to
flourish in our local community.
At the moment the project team, including students, Donna and Bec, and our amazing teachers, are
planning how this program will be embedded in the curriculum for next year, and what other
possibilities we have to extend it into seasonal walks and rides along the creek, etc.
We welcome all your ideas, contributions and imaginative stories about how you envision this program
in our school. Students, parents and teachers: you’re welcome to submit yours to Bruce
(brucemowson@gmail.com). Delilah and Emmett’s dad, Nathan, was inspired by the project to write
this piece.
Merri Merri by Nathan Whitcher
The creek rose.
It rushed over the basalt banks, flinging leaves and twigs and branches, bottles and cans and plastic,
up into the manna gums and blackberry and backyard garden willows. Creatures fleeing the flood,
running, flapping, climbing, burrowing, swimming through the brown water rising up over the bike
path blacktop, landfill quarry parks, market garden fences, trucks and cars and tram tracks, and into
the school grounds.
In canoes made from bark and buckets and bits and bobs, the children float high above DeCarle St
Moreland Rd footpaths. They fish for eel and artifacts; they dive for shellfish and sample jars; they
peer into microscopes and use possum tail paint brushes to collect and create and categorise the
living dreaming history of their place. On rafts of roped together desks, they hold classes into biology
and dance and storytelling and heavy metal runoff reduction. On sailing garden plots they weave reeds
and shopping bags and feathers and bones into the school walls, fashioning images of Batman and
Bilibellary and Waa the Crow with a draft treaty in his beak. And the sound of laughter and the chatter
and the building and the lapping of the water is a song sung about here and now and how it all came to
be.
The creek subsided.
The mud showed the high water mark on the walls and fences. Plastic and reeds and unidentifiable
things hung from light poles and tram stops like cyborg trees. A shopping trolley lay upside down in
the middle of a roundabout, it's wheels all facing the way the current had pushed them. Resting
upright inexplicably against the trolley, an abandoned yellow bike. Where the school once sat, brown
bricked and immovable on the corner block, lay torn and shattered concrete foundations, twisted pipe
works and rubble. And somewhere out there, rocking serenely on the Merri Merri waters, crewed by
scientist historian artist sailor children, sailed Moreland Primary School.

