Starting Prep:

Things you need to know
In the first 4 days of school, prep students finish at
1pm. For the first 4 weeks, they will have Wednesdays
off completely. On ONE of these Wednesdays, you
will be given a time to bring your child in for an
appointment with the speech pathologist, and to have
a short assessment with their teacher. Notices will
be sent home to let you know of the time for your
appointment.

come home telling you how to book an interview time that
suits your family.

School photos:

School photos are taken during term 2. You will be notified
when they are going to occur and photo order forms will be
sent home.

Swimming:

You are not required to purchase any stationary or books
for your child when starting prep. The school supplies these
items and the cost is covered in your essential items levy.

Towards the end of term 4 the students have the option to
participate in an intensive swimming program. They walk
to a nearby pool for a lesson each day, for ten consecutive
school days. It is a great opportunity to develop your child’s
swimming skills and water-confidence before summer begins.

Readers:

School Assembly:

Stationary and books:

By the end of term 1, your child will have an opportunity
to read with their teachers and their reading level will be
assessed. A notice will come home regarding the purchase of
a reader bag and reading record diary. Children will change
their reader every day, bringing home a new book to read
each night. Parents are asked to write a brief comment in
the child’s record diary to monitor progress for each reader
that is read.

Library borrowing:

The library is kept within the learning area. Students will
be given a blue library bag and will be able to borrow and
exchange books on allocated days. 2 books can be borrowed
for up to two weeks.

Timetable:

Students will have at least one literacy and maths lesson
every day. These lessons are taught in groups in mixed
ability and ability groups. Teaching groups will be
established by early March.

Preps will attend specialist subjects:

PE, Japanese/Science, Art and Performing Arts in their
home-groups. You will be notified of the timetable in the first
weeks of term. You may wish to dress your child in the sports
uniform (skort/shorts/tracksuit pants/polo) on their PE day,
and please ensure they are wearing sports shoes on this day.

Uniform:

Full details of our uniform policy can be found on our
website. The school uniform shop can be found just at the
top of the stairs on level 2 in the main building. It is open
every Thursday from 3pm-4pm. Alternatively, the uniform
can be purchased online at psw.com.au

Parent-teacher interviews:

You will have an opportunity to meet with your child’s
teachers in term 1 and the start of term 3. A notice will

Every Monday morning at 9am an assembly is held in the
main building assembly area. Parents are welcome to come
and watch. The whole school attends as upcoming events
are discussed, student awards are given out, and any issues
are addressed.

Classroom Helpers:

Classroom helpers are essential to our Prep class. Parents
or grandparents can volunteer to help out in the mornings
for an hour or so, reading with students and doing other
jobs. There is a roster on the board just inside the classroom
door. Feel free to add your name on mornings that suit you.
All helpers will be required to have a Working With Children
check and sign a privacy policy. This can be applied for
online at workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au

Parents’ Room:

The parents’ room is located in the kitchen area on the
ground floor, at the east end of the main building. It is
available to parents between 9am-3:00 to get together for a
cup of tea.

Student Cooking Program:

The student cooking program allows small groups of
students to get together with their parents (during school
hours) to plan and make a meal. Groups are given a budget
to shop at local stores. They then return to the parents’
room where they cook and eat their creations! It is a lot of
fun for children and parents alike, and a great way to get to
know other families. For more information contact Gosia via
email gmechryan@gmail.com.

After-school care:

The before and after school care program is run by an
external company called Extend. Registration and bookings
can be made online at extend.com.au
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Back 2 School fitness:

Back to school fitness runs group training programs for
parents before school. It is a great way to keep fit and meet
other parents. More information can be found at
b2sf.com.au/ourschools

School Banking:

Encourage your children to save by opening a school
banking account with the Commonwealth Bank. Students
are rewarded when they reach banking goals, and these
prizes are given out in assembly.

School Council:

The school council consists of Principal John Williams, and
elected parent representatives. Nominations are received
at the beginning of each year. It is expected that council
members are an active member of the school community and
that they attend ALL meetings. Council meetings occur at
4pm on the third Monday of each month and all parents are
welcome to attend.

first weeks of term.

Useful applications and websites

Whole school events:

Moreland Primary School uses the
smart phone application Flexibuzz to
communicate with parents. Once you
download the app, you can subscribe to
the Whole School, as well as the Preps
to receive information about upcoming
events, timetables, the newsletter etc.

Twilight Sports - This is a fun family evening held in
first term for all students - prep to grade 6. Families are
invited to bring a picnic, and watch the students compete in
sporting activities. Students compete in their School House
group. These will be assigned to preps in the weeks leading
up to the event. We encourage students to dress in their
house colours for the twilight sports.

We are making the transition to a new
program called Sentral, which includes a
Parent Portal, that will keep you in touch
with your child’s progress and news and
events.

Trivia night - The trivia night is a fun night for parents and
an opportunity for school fundraising. Held at the school,
it is always an action-packed evening with games, a silent
auction, and even a disco!

The Prep Blog is a great way to keep up to
date with what is happening in the prep
classroom. It is full of information about
our class learning, photos of what we have
been doing, reminders about events and
examples of student work. Parents are
encouraged to comment on the blog posts
so that students can see that their parents
are engaged. Register your email to
receive blog updates straight to your inbox
at virtual.morelandps.vic.edu.au/index.php/
foundation/foundation-blog. You will be
sent an email you must click to subscribe
Download SchoolMate to find out more
about what your child is learning at school
in each year level. Download now via
Google Play or App Store.

Fees and payments

At the beginning of Term 1, a form will go home requesting
payment of the essential items levy. This fee is set at $250
per child and provides pens and pencils, project materials,
test and art supplies for your child.
In addition to this we kindly ask parents to make voluntary
donations. These donations are vital to make up funding
shortfalls and contribute to maintaining the buildings and
grounds, information technology hardware, equipment for
music, maths, sports and science.
Payments can be made electronically through BPAY using
your unique family reference number, or returned to the
school in an envelope. All fees for excursions, camps etc are
required to be in an envelope. Payment envelopes must be
given to your child to put into the classroom payment folder
each morning. DO NOT return envelopes to the office.

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF):

The fund provides a payment of $125 per year to the school
to use towards school expenses. Concession card holders
and foster parents may be entitled to receive this payment.
An application form for the CSEF will be sent home in the

School Fete - in 2015 Moreland Primary held it’s first ever
fete - the Carnival of Cultures. The fete was a huge success
thanks to the contribution of the school community. We plan
to hold a fete every two years. There are many ways that
parents can contribute to the success of the fete - selling
tickets, letterbox drops, running a stall, baking and making
preserves etc.

Whole-school performance:

In 2016 all students participated in a Bollywood
performance. In 2017 stay tuned for our performance via
newsletters and our blogs.

Japanese interns:
Again in 2016 we will have three Japanese students who will
visit for the month of March. They will stay with families
from our school and work in the classes during the day. It is
a great opportunity for them to develop their English skills
and learn of our culture, as it is for our students to learn
more about the Japanese way of life and language.

Contact us

By phone: (03) 9386 2510.
By email: The Prep Team have a email address, for any
questions, information or concerns you may have. The
address is: foundation@morelandps.vic.edu.au or through
Sentral.
In person: One or more of the teachers may be able to
chat before or after school if you have a quick question
or something small to mention. However, PLEASE do not
be surprised if we are racing around and not available to
talk at either of these times - this is when we are usually
in meetings, planning or preparing for the day. If you
want a longer chat or a meeting, please do not hesitate
to contact the front office, email us to arrange a time to
meet, or simply ask us when we will be available. We are
always happy to sit down to discuss any concerns, issues or
questions you may have, we just might not have the time
then and there!
facebook.com/moreland.primary.school

This handy hints guide will be located on morelandps.vic.edu.au

